


Three sites in Central New Mexico are said 
to be the ancestral home of the Tigua: Abo, 
Gran Quivira, and Quarai. These site supported 
life for more then 300 years.  Due to drought and 
depletion of resources, the Pueblos were abandoned. 
The ancestral home of the Tigua is now known as the 
Salinas National Monument.

Emergence to 
1300’s to 1600’s 

Members of the Coronado expedition 
entered New Mexico and reported on 

the encounters with the “Tiguex.” 

1540

Under the leadership of Popé from Ohkay Owingeh 
(San Juan), the Pueblos united to drive the Spanish 

out of New Mexico.  Isleta Pueblo was destroyed 
by the Spanish as they retreated south.  

1680 Pueblo Indian Revolt 

Tiguas settle in Ysleta and the Corpus Cristi  Mission of  
Ysleta del Sur  was built by the displaced Tigua. The 
settlement of Ysleta became permanent when Cacique 
Juan Moro and War Captain Bartolo Pique founded 
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo. 

1682 – 1684  

A group of Tiguas were held captive by the 
Spanish and forced on a march known as the 
Jornado del Muerto (Journey of the Dead).  The 
Pueblos that managed to escape took refuge with 
the Hopi and rebuilt Isleta within 20 years time.  
The Tigua that survived the Jornado del Muerto 
established Ysleta del Sur about 350 miles south 
on the Camino Real.

Result of the 1680 Revolt 
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1600’s comment - Isleta “Little Island” Pueblo, it is reported was so named by the Spaniards due to its location on a small location on a small island-like piece of land formed by the Rio Grande’s stream and a tributary.  Although the tributary channel eventually filled with alluvial deposits and the main stream became the sole bed causing the “island” to disappear, the name remained.

The mission church - Listed as the second oldest continuously used church in the United States, the current church structure is a fine example of adobe construction.  It stands on the original foundations and incorporates much of the original walls.  The church has suffered several floods and in 1907 a disastrous fire which burned the roof and gulled the inside, leaving little but the walls standing.  Despite this, it was continued to be used again, as before it was fixed and has been in continuous use.  Today the venerable old church not only continues to be the center of Tiguas life and the land they still consider theirs, but it has become a living symbol for Ysleta and the Lower Valley for El Paso



Tigua land was acknowledged by Spanish Royal
Order. The land grant documented Tigua land rights
as one league (4 miles) in each cardinal direction
from the door of the mission church.

1713 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo defined the 
US – Mexico border as the Rio Grande. The Treaty 

purchased present-day AZ, CA, NM, TX and parts 
of CO, NV and UT from Mexico. Language in Treaty 

honors previous land grants documented by 
European sovereigns. Texas becomes the 28th state 

in the union which changes the composition of 
lands and results in greater hardship for the 

Pueblo.   

1845 to 1848

The First Incorporation of Ysleta set the State of 
Texas legal requirements to recognize a village, 
town or city. The legal basis for recognition was 
out of the reach for the Tigua, resulting in state 
rationalization to incorporate Tigua land and 
convey it to those who could meet the state 
definition.  

1858

The Second Incorporation 
allowed for an even greater 

encroachment  of Tigua land title 
based on taxation and Railroad 

expansion.

1871



First Incorporation 

Section 1 of the Act recognized that if a village 
“contains three hundred white inhabitants, it may 
be incorporated as a town.”   This legal definition 
set the Texas State requirements for land 
ownership and the right to vote on which parcel of 
land could be owned because the Tiguas could not 
meet the racial or numerical requirements their 
land was taken and conveyed to those who could 
meet the legal definition. (Houser N. P., 2000)   



Anthropologist J.W. 
Fewkes visits Ysleta 
documenting Tigua 
culture, language and 
demographics. 

1901 - 1907 

The Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 
made all Indians born in the US, 

citizens, giving them the right to vote. 
However, the right to vote was 

administered by the state. Natives were 
subject to poll taxes or other voting 

restrictions under state law. 

1924

A contingency of Tiguas traveled to the
Texas State Fair in Dallas where Chief
Damacio Colmenero met with President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in an act that
symbolized friendship between the two
heads of state and mutual respect for each
sovereign.

1936

Public Law 90-287 “The Tiwa 
Indians of Texas Act” was signed by 
President Lyndon Johnson federally 

recognizing the Pueblo, however, 
ignoring trust &  transferring service 

to the Texas State Indian 
Commission.

April 12, 1968 

After, Texas dissolves the State Indian 
Commission the Pueblo seeks  to 
reinstate federal trust  responsibilities  
resulting in PL-90-287 the Ysleta del Sur 
Pueblo Restoration Act.

August 18, 1987



1987
After the Tribe re-gained its federal recognition with the 
Restoration Act, Ysleta del Sur Pueblo began to reassert its 
sovereignty and jurisdiction.

2002
Legal battle with the State of Texas 
resulted in court order to halt gaming 
operations at Speaking Rock.

1995 
Tribal Court Established

Tribal Police Department Established

1998
Tribal Judicial Facility completed 

9241 Socorro Rd. El Paso, TX 79907

1998 to 1999 
Tigua acquires the 70,000 + acres 
with  Chilicote Ranch

1998 to 2001
Tribe develops the 

Housing District 2  increasing 
housing for 

Tribal families.

1993
Tribe completed the 638 process and 
starts administering self-determined 
Tribal programs

Texas passes the Lottery Act and Speaking Rock 
Casino Begins Operations.

1991 to 1992



Economic Policy passed  that supports establishment of Tigua 
Inc. Development Corporation  as a key YDSP institution

Tribal Housing completed Quarai Court 
to meet housing needs of Tribal Elders 

YDSP partners with The Harvard Project and The Native 
Nations Institute to introduce best practices YDSP.

The Nation Building Era 
launched. Efforts to impact ALL 

areas of the Tigua Nation.  

2010 to 2060
What will you make of it?

2006

YDSP kicks off new development  housing 
in District 2 

YDSP reunites with 
Northern Pueblos with recognition 

by the 
All Indian Pueblo Council.
All Pueblo Celebration Day 

is a new Tigua holiday

2007

2007

2007 to 2009

November 16, 2009

2009
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Tigua Inc. Development Corporation was formed to separate business from politics and to utilize the unique benefits that Tribes have as a governmental body in matters of business.
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