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EL PASO -- The Tiguas of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo officially joined the All Indian Pueblo Council
in a traditional ceremony held Monday on Tigua land in El Paso.

Tigua councilmen said that the event marked the reunification of the Pueblo Indian tribes after
being scattered by the invading Spaniards more than 400 years ago.

"This is a historic event," Tigua Councilman Jose Lopez said. "The Tiguas have been waiting for
this opportunity for a long time."

The council is a consortium of the 19 Pueblo tribes in New Mexico and dates back to the 1600s. It
deals with cultural and political issues affecting the tribes. The Tiguas have petitioned for
membership since the early 1990s, but they were denied because of their location in Texas.

However, Tigua councilmen say that the tribe was originally part of the New Mexico Pueblo Indians
and was driven into Texas by the Spaniards during the Pueblo Rebellion of 1680.

"We share cultural and ancestral ties with the New Mexico Pueblos, and the council finally
recognized the importance of including us for Pueblo unification," said Carlos Hisa, lieutenant
governor of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribal Council.

Hisa said unification is important for the preservation of the Pueblo culture. He also hopes it will
help the Tiguas promote tribal interests in Texas.

"There are only three Indian tribes in Texas, and the Tiguas are the only Pueblo tribe," Hisa said.
"We don't have much of a voice right now, but with the weight of the

council behind us, hopefully we can
push for greater recognition as a
sovereign nation."

Tigua councilmen will now be present at
all meetings of the broader council. In
celebration of its new membership, the
tribe hosted the fourth quarterly meeting
Tuesday at the Ysleta del Sur Tribal
Court.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo is in El Paso
County, in the cities of El Paso and
Socorro. There are 1,640 official
members of the pueblo, and about 900
live in El Paso.

Nicole Gomez may be reached at 546-
6262.
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