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In honor of Native Americans: Post event gives
glimpse into Tigua tribe's history
by 1st Lt. Chad Cooper \ Special to the Times
Posted: 11/26/2010 12:00:00 AM MST

Soldiers at Fort Bliss recently got a window into American
Indian history during a celebration in honor of Native American
Heritage Month.

The 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division's event
at the Centennial Club located on east Fort Bliss included
history, music and food.

"Throughout our history, Native Americans have played a
significant role in developing our culture, and to honor that
history we hold this observance today," said Col. Scott
McKean, commander of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Armored Division.

Native American Heritage Month is observed every November
in the United States.

Although the first American Indian Day was celebrated in May
1916 in New York, a month-long recognition of Native
Americans did not happen until 1990. Since then, the
observation has expanded to celebrate the heritage, history, art and traditions of American Indians
and Alaska Natives.

The theme of this year's observance at Fort Bliss was "Life is Sacred."

"The purpose of this is to increase awareness and understanding of the diversity that lies within
the American heritage and culture," McKean said.

The event's guest speaker was Art Senclair, former governor of Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo.

"It is important to educate everyone around us on the importance of honoring the Native American
culture and their contributions to the nation, since we all have to be able to live together as one,
here in the Sun City," he said.

The Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo is a federally recognized
Native American tribe and sovereign
nation. The Pueblo is one of three
tribes in Texas and the only Pueblo
located in the state.

The Tribal community, known as Tigua,
was established in 1682 after the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Since then, the
Tribe has retained a significant
presence in the El Paso region and
maintains its traditional political system
and ceremonial practices.

The Pueblo's social dancers gave Fort
Bliss soldiers a glimpse into centuries
of Pueblo history and tradition during
the event.

The dancers demonstrated three
ceremonial dances, including the Eagle
Dance, a tribute to the American eagle,
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which is respected and honored by the Pueblo.

"As military members we have to understand the pride and dedication Native Americans have
shown this country," McKean said.

The El Paso Museum of History and the Museum of Archaeology set up a display to help soldiers
get an inside look at an array of jewelry and artifacts.

"It was nice to come out and participate in this opportunity to display and showcase Native
American heritage to these great soldiers," said Sue Taylor, senior education curator for the
Museum of History.

The event also included a sampling of traditional Native American meals.

"I was very excited and proud that the event had such a huge turnout," said Capt. Antonio
Chavez, assistant logistical officer for the Highlander Brigade. "It was a great success for the unit,
the post and the Army and we should all share a great pride in this."

Some soldiers said they share a strong bond with the values traditionally held by Native American
people.

"They represent the best in warrior tradition -- strength, honor, pride, devotion and wisdom -- and
these qualities make the perfect fit with the military tradition," McKean said.

First Lt. Chad Cooper is a writer for the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division public
affairs office at Fort Bliss.
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