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Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo Honored by Americans for Indian Opportunity

Albuquerque, NM - Americans for Indian Opportunity (AIO) honored the
Pueblo of Ysleta Del Sur “Tiqua”, TX with the Taos Blue Lake Spirit of
Indigeneity Award on Wednesday, July 10t at a community reception hosted
at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center. The Pueblo was honored for its
commitment to promoting self-sufficiency and empowering their community

to thrive in the contemporary world while preserving their cultural identity.

Established in 1682, Ysleta Del Sur is one of three tribes in the state of Texas
and the only pueblo located within the state. Since their founding, the Ysleta
Del Sur Tribal Council have persevered with steadfast dedication to define
their own tribal citizenship without the influence of blood quantum on their
cultural identity or Citizenship; and AIQ’s Board of Directors applauds their
courageous act of self-determination and sovereignty in the hopes that their
actions will serve as a shining representation of true Nationhood.

In 2005, Americans for Indian Opportunity created the Taos Blue Lake Spirit
of Indigeneity Award to honor Indigenous communities, organizations and
institutions that have used cultural values to create positive change. Previous
recipients have included Te Wananga o Aotearoa - the largest tertiary
education institution in Aotearoa (New Zealand), the Advancement of Maori
Opportunity, the Coca Growers Association of Bolivia, and the Native
American Voters Alliance in Albuquerque, NM.

“The Pueblo of Ysleta Del Sur is a vital contributor to the economic well-being
of the El Paso, TX region and doing a tremendous job in strengthening their
self-governing capabilities by educating its citizens and developing culturally
appropriate economic enterprises. Their commitment to preserving a
traditional culture and a strong identity through their Nation Building process
deserves to be recognized and celebrated.” said LaDonna Harris, founder and
president of Americans for Indian Opportunity.
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The inaugural Taos Pueblo Spirit of Indigeneity Award was presented to Pueblo of Taos to
honor their historic fight to reclaim their sacred Blue Lake. In December 1970, a bill was
signed that set legal precedent for future land claims. For the Pueblo, the return ended an
epic 64-year struggle of cultural conflict against a seemingly insurmountable federal
bureaucracy and hard-line Congressional opponents. For Indigenous communities
throughout the world, the return of Blue Lake continues to serves as a powerful and positive
symbol of Indigenous self-determination. It is the people of Taos Pueblo, whose spirit has
inspired this award. (Taos Pueblo has graciously allowed the use “Blue Lake” as part of the
Award's official name.)
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Americans for Indian Opportunity advances, from an Indigenous worldview, the cultural,
political and economic rights of Indigenous peoples in the United States and around the world.
Founded by LaDonna Harris (Comanche) and a cohort of her fellow Native American activists
in 1970, AIO draws upon traditional Indigenous philosophies to foster value-based leadership,
inspire stakeholder-driven solutions, and convene visionary leaders to probe contemporary
issues and address the challenges of the new century. Governed by a Board of international
Indigenous leaders, AIO also seeks to create innovative international Indigenous interactions
that contribute Indigenous worldviews to the global discussion. AIQ is a national nonprofit
organization, headquartered in Albuquerque, New Mex.

From Left to Right: Patricia Riggs (YDSP), Carlos Hisa (YDSP),

La Donna Harris (AlO), Indigenous Peru Ambassador, Indigenous Peru
Ambassador, Laura Harris (AlO), Rafael Gomez (YDSP). Not pictured:
Robert Pedraza Ill and Bernardo Gonzales (YDSP).
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