Ki Nam Ka’] We?|
“Tl’!is ls Our Mothcr I

Environmental Management Office

|n our continuing efforts to Provide outreach to the Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo community, the [ nvironmental Management Office hosted
ourdrd annual, “Ki Nam Kai We'i? T his is Qur Mother [~ arth cele-
bration. [n honor of " arth Day, the T MO reserved a full week of
events and activities for the T uy Pathu Daycare/[re-K, [ mpower-
ment After-school program, [ lders Club, YDSF community and em-

Ployecs as well. T his newletter highlights the activities that took Place

ciuring the week of Apri] 22nd ~26th, 2013. \We hope you crjoy it!
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The Pueblo of Ysleta del Sur's beliefs are deeplg rooted in our culture. T o us, as | ribal
PeoPles the Primarg exPcrience is the relationship with the earth. There]core) our theologg is
land based and our imcligenous lives are deeplg imbedded in nature and Place. Wl’lCl’i P]arming
lessons for Ki Nam Ka‘i Weri "E_arth Weel(" this is alwags at the forefront of our thinking

when devc!oping these lessons.

Thisis something that one | ribal member and [~ Ider alreadg understands and embodies per-
Fectlg in the winning submission to our communitg contest. Javier | oera, War CaPtain, won

ist Placc in our contest with his entry entitled, "[T arth Mother"

E_arth Mothcr,

Wl'rat have we done to 3ou? S
Your skg~blan‘<ct, i
]5 a grcgish blue

We have ravished and Plundcrcd 3our1qcslw, blood and soul
Sacl are the songs of a hungrg Crow.

Facling is the sunset, for its embers barc]y g]ow-
Ovur poor Mother, she barcly cries
Corn Mother prays to the cloudless skies
Fathcr SunJ what have we done?
Blind children madlg run from thcirguilt and shame and seek the
warmth of a c]ying flame
Eart]'w Mothcr, Forgivc us for ]'mrting 3oul
Shakc your blanket clean and start anew
Wc must heal your wouncls; undo the wrongJ:or you are our
Mot]’rcr,
We only have one. Dancing crows sing a happg song
Hca] our E_art]’a Mot]*ncr

~ma|<c hcr strong.

>>> >Javicr Locra <

<L
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Other Communitg (_ontest winners were:

an Flacc; Brenda Gutierrez with the Fo"owing PhotograPhg entry:
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\\\\“‘ii\ YD5F USCC] T ire Amncsty Co"cctlon

We would like to thank the community for suPPorting the Ysleta Del Sur Fueblo
UScd Tire collection event held for the Tigua Communitg. T his event was coordi-
nated with the Housing Depar’cmcnt to commemorate |~ arth Week; the amnesty event
was deve]opmcnt to serve the members of the | ribal community with disposal of used
tires. | he Housing dcpar’cment helpec{ collected tires from residents and tribal prop-
erties Prior to the collection event. | he [T nvironmental chartmcnt setupa collection
site on an undeve]oped property on the corner of Pablo Silvas and Santos Sanchez.
The amnesty event was held on APril | 9&1 and ZOth, from 5 pm to7 pm on the 1 9th and
from 9 am to noon on the Fo”owing dag. Through the event 127 tires were collected
from the community. Jn Par’mersl’wip with | res Pesetas | ire DisPosal, the collected
tires will be used to fuel cement kilns in oPcration in Mexico. USed tires are difficult to
disposc of and in largc volumes can become exPensivc. (sed tires cannot be land filled
in | exas, so it is critical that proper disposal methods are used to handle this material.
For additional information or disposal needs. Plcasc contact the environmental de-

Par‘cment,
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T ree Flanting at TUy Pathu

T]’\c Environmental Management Ogice kicked off Ki Nam K a'i We'i with the
P]anting of 2 Cottonwood trees in the Plagground area behind the Tug Fathu
dagcare. Wc worked with the children on how to Plant a tree, the Parts of the
tree and how trees and Plants Plag an integral Part in the environment. The chil-
dren ranged inage from 3-10 and we had 21 Participaﬂts. The children had a

great time and were given environmenta”g themed ghcts and Prizcs for their par-
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T raditional 5torg

Thc TU9 Fathu Toddlcrs ranging in ages 18 months to 3 years old were treated to a
traditional story called Blue Dawn. Members of the [~ nvironmental Management OF»
fice, T raditional C ouncil, and | ribal Coundil putonan interactive story or Pl83 for
the children. USing the story Blue Dawn, which illustrated the sense of community in
FucHo’s and how everyone cooperates with each other and the animals to get Blue
Y P g
Dawn from the steeP cliff that no one can climb where the eagle, after stcaling the bog,
has P]aced him. A series of events transpirc in which each group or individual Plags an
essential role: the People, the swa”ows, Grandmother Spider, the young men, the fa-
thers of wisdom, Old (Corn Woman and Yellow Corn girl. T hen, Black (Cane Old
Man works to bring the rains back: the corn grows, blossoms and ripens again in the
& g P jat
fields. The Cacique, chosen leader of the people, tells all that the time to pick the
9 peop P
corn has arrived. At last, the corn is taken through the streets in all directions and
given to the Pcople, who are glad and lived well. T he children and Tug FPathu staff en-
joyccl the story after we went out into the Playground and collected litter for the litter
tree we made for the kids.

4
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Matching Game With Pre-K

The Environmental Management Omcmcice devclopccl a matclﬁinggame forthe »
and +year old classes of the Tug Fat]ﬂu Fre~K. The matching cards were all en-

vironmcn’ca”g themed items such as recgcling, solar energy, wind energy, conserv-

ing water, energy star, etc. T he children were taught what each card meant and
then all cards were Hipped over and when thcg found a match we would further en-
force the environmental lesson by having them repeat what the meaning of the
card was. \We also treated the children to a visit }39 [~ rnie (5. Watts the E] Faso

Electric company mascot, who talked about clectricitg dangers and how to con-

SEerve energg.
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chgcling Pins

The EmPowcrmcnt Axctersclﬁool program was given a Smar‘c Board lesson on the 3
R‘s Recluce) Keuse and Kecgc]e, the lesson was further enhanced bg the children mak-
ing rccgcling containers out of cardboard boxes that were collected from the Tigua

Smoke SHOP that we then distributed to emplogees at the [uman Health Services
bui]ding for desk side rccgcling‘
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EMO \/isits E_Ic!ers Club

On Weclnesclag, APril 24, the EMO visited the E]ders Club for fun, games and Prizes,

all while bcing environmcnta”y educated. Attendees were invited to Participate in two envi-
ronmenta”g themed games: a life-sized Matching (Game, and a Decomposition (Hame.

n the Matchin ame, contestants navigated a lire~-size game board where they use eir
[n the Matching (5 testant igated a life-size game board where they used thei
memory to tind pairs or environmentally themed products. en a pair was matched up, the

to find pairs of envi tally themed products. Wh j tched up, th

contestant read a dcscription about the Product and what makes it carthiricndlg. The
contestants were excited to compete to win items such as rechargeable batteries, water-

testant ited t pete to win it h hargeable batteries, wat
Powcrccl clocks) rccgclcc] office suPPlies and paper Products, comPact fluorescent light
bulbs, and reusable coffee mugs and drink tumblers. ]n the Dccomposition Game, contest-
ants had to guess the number of dags, months or years that certain trash items took to com-
Plctelg clecomposc in a landFill. Farticipants were given a rccgcling themed wiPe~oF1C memo
board (which theg gotto keepi) to write their guess on, and the person or persons closest
to the actual answer got to choose a Prizc. Examplcs of clccomPosition rates for common
houschold garbagc: Plastic mi”<jug~ 500 years; Milk Car’con -5 years; Tin Can ~50
years. Evcrgone walked away with great Prizcs and valuable environmental knowledgc to

incorPoratc into their dai]g lhcostylc Prac’cices.




YDSP F mployees were challenged to a Recycling Relag this year. We had 6 teams of 6
PeoPIe representing the emPloyees. [Juman [Jealth and Services, Triba] OPerations,

[”_ conomic Development, T ribal Council, [Z mpowerment Department, and the Recreation
and \Ne”ness (Center all Par’cicipatec{. The purpose of the Recgc]ing Kelag was to see who
could recycle the fastest and most efficient. We had a couple wounded warriors during the
event but everyone was a good sport about it. |n the end the final match up was between

T ribal Council and the Recreation and Wellness (Center. T he Rec (Center came out vic-
torious. E_veryone had a great time. The Participants also learned the true meaning of the

arrows in the recgcling symbol and the importance of cliverting waste out of our landfills.
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YDSF Em Sloyee Door Decorating (ontest

The YDSF cmp]ogees were also cl’ra”enged to an [_arth Dag themed door decorating con-
test. A” items that were used had to be from recgc]ecl materials, store bought items were not
accePtab]e. We had 6 very creative entries. Farticipants included the Pueblo's ASAF de-
Partment, Contrac’c Health Services, Rec Center) Economic Dcve]opment, A]Cterschool

Frogram, and [Tinancial Literacg Frogram. T he winners of the contest were as follows:

1 CHS; chgcling is Fashionable
2", Rec Center; chp the [ arth Strong
}rd; ASAF Dcpartmcnt; The Future is in Qur FHands




Hawu~H urkem

to all of the partners of Kii
Nam K a’i \We'i and T ribal
(:ouncﬂ




