
 

Ki Nam Ka’I We’I  

  “This Is Our Mother Earth” 

In our continuing efforts to provide outreach to the Ysleta del Sur 

Pueblo community, the Environmental Management Office hosted 

our3rd annual, “Ki Nam Ka’i We'i” This is Our Mother Earth cele-

bration. In honor of Earth Day, the EMO reserved a full week of 

events and activities for the Tuy Pathu Daycare/Pre-K,  Empower-

ment After-school program, Elders Club, YDSP community and em-

ployees as well. This newletter highlights the activities that took place 

during the week of April  22nd –26th, 2013. We hope you enjoy it !  
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The Pueblo of Ysleta del Sur's beliefs are deeply rooted in our culture. To us, as Tribal 

peoples the primary experience is the relationship with the earth. Therefore, our theology is 

land based and our indigenous lives are deeply imbedded in nature and place. When planning 

lessons for Ki Nam Ka'i We'i   "Earth Week" this is always at the forefront of our thinking 

when developing these lessons. 

This is something that one Tribal member and Elder already understands and embodies per-

fectly in the winning submission to our community contest. Javier Loera, War Captain, won 

1st place in our contest with his entry entitled, "Earth Mother" 

 

Community Contest 
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Earth Mother, 

What have we done to you? 

Your sky-blanket, 

Is a greyish blue 

We have ravished and plundered your flesh, blood and soul 

Sad are the songs of a hungry crow. 

Fading is the sunset, for its embers barely glow. 

Our poor Mother, she barely cries 

Corn Mother prays to the cloudless skies 

Father Sun, what have we done? 

Blind children madly run from their guilt and shame and seek the 

warmth of a dying flame 

Earth Mother, forgive us for hurting you! 

Shake your blanket clean and start anew 

We must heal your wounds; undo the wrong-for you are our 

Mother, 

We only have one. Dancing crows sing a happy song 

Heal our Earth Mother 

-make her strong. 

 

>>>-------->Javier Loera <---------<<< 
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Other Community Contest winners were: 

2nd Place: Brenda Gutierrez with the following photography entry: 

3rd Place: Cristina Gutierrez with following entry: 
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We would like to thank the community for supporting the Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo 

Used Tire collection event held for the Tigua Community. This event was coordi-

nated with the Housing Department to commemorate Earth Week; the amnesty event 

was development to serve the members of the Tribal community with disposal of used 

tires. The Housing department helped collected tires from residents and tribal prop-

erties prior to the collection event. The Environmental department set up a collection 

site on an undeveloped property on the corner of Pablo Silvas and Santos Sanchez. 

The amnesty event was held on April 19th and 20th, from 5 pm to 7 pm on the 19th and 

from 9 am to noon on the following day. Through the event 127 tires were collected 

from the community. In partnership with Tres Pesetas Tire Disposal, the collected 

tires will be used to fuel cement kilns in operation in Mexico. Used tires are difficult to 

dispose of and in large volumes can become expensive. Used tires cannot be land filled 

in Texas, so it is critical that proper disposal methods are used to handle this material. 

For additional information or disposal needs. please contact the environmental de-

partment. 

YDSP Used Tire Amnesty Collection 



The Environmental Management Office kicked off Ki Nam Ka'i We'i with the 

planting of 2 Cottonwood trees in the playground area behind the Tuy Pathu 

daycare. We worked with the children on how to plant a tree, the parts of the 

tree and how trees and plants play an integral part in the environment. The chil-

dren ranged in age from 3-10 and we had 21 participants. The children had a 

great time and were given environmentally themed gifts and prizes for their par-

Tree Planting at Tuy Pathu 
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The Tuy Pathu Toddlers ranging in ages 18 months to 3 years old were treated to a 

traditional story called Blue Dawn. Members of the Environmental Management Of-

fice, Traditional Council, and Tribal Council put on an interactive story or play for 

the children. Using the story Blue Dawn, which illustrated the sense of community in 

Pueblo's and how everyone cooperates with each other and the animals to get Blue 

Dawn from the steep cliff that no one can climb where the eagle, after stealing the boy, 

has placed him. A series of events transpire in which each group or individual plays an 

essential role: the people, the swallows, Grandmother Spider, the young men, the fa-

thers of wisdom, Old Corn Woman and Yellow Corn girl. Then, Black Cane Old 

Man works to bring the rains back: the corn grows, blossoms and ripens again in the 

fields. The Cacique, chosen leader of the people, tells all that the time to pick the 

corn has arrived. At last, the corn is taken through the streets in all directions and 

given to the people, who are glad and lived well. The children and Tuy Pathu staff en-

joyed the story after we went out into the playground and collected litter for the litter 

tree we made for the kids. 

 

Traditional Story 



The Environmental Management Office developed a matching game for the 3 

and 4 year old classes of the Tuy Pathu Pre-K. The matching cards were all en-

vironmentally themed items such as recycling, solar energy, wind energy, conserv-

ing water, energy star, etc. The children were taught what each card meant and 

then all cards were flipped over and when they found a match we would further en-

force the environmental lesson by having them repeat what the meaning of the 

card was. We also treated the children to a visit by Ernie G. Watts the El Paso 

Electric company mascot, who talked about electricity dangers and how to con-

serve energy. 

 

Matching Game With Pre-K 
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The Empowerment Afterschool program was given a Smart Board lesson on the 3 

R's Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, the lesson was further enhanced by the children mak-

ing recycling containers out of cardboard boxes that were collected from the Tigua 

Smoke Shop that we then distributed to employees at the Human Health Services 

building for desk side recycling. 

 

Recycling Bins 



On Wednesday, April 24, the EMO visited the Elders Club for fun, games and prizes, 

all while being environmentally educated. Attendees were invited to participate in two envi-

ronmentally themed games: a life-sized Matching Game, and a Decomposition Game. 

In the Matching Game, contestants navigated a life-size game board where they used their 

memory to find pairs of environmentally themed products. When a pair was matched up, the 

contestant read a description about the product and what makes it earth-friendly. The 

contestants were excited to compete to win items such as rechargeable batteries, water-

powered clocks, recycled office supplies and paper products, compact fluorescent light 

bulbs, and reusable coffee mugs and drink tumblers. In the Decomposition Game, contest-

ants had to guess the number of days, months or years that certain trash items took to com-

pletely decompose in a landfill. Participants were given a recycling themed wipe-off memo 

board (which they got to keep!) to write their guess on, and the person or persons closest 

to the actual answer got to choose a prize. Examples of decomposition rates for common 

household garbage: Plastic milk jug - 500 years; Milk Carton - 5 years; Tin Can - 50 

years. Everyone walked away with great prizes and valuable environmental knowledge to 

incorporate into their daily lifestyle practices. 

EMO Visits Elders Club 
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YDSP Employees were challenged to a Recycling Relay this year. We had 6 teams of 6 

people representing the employees. Human Health and Services, Tribal Operations, 

Economic Development, Tribal Council, Empowerment Department, and the Recreation 

and Wellness Center all participated. The purpose of the Recycling Relay was to see who 

could recycle the fastest and most efficient. We had a couple wounded warriors during the 

event but everyone was a good sport about it. In the end the final match up was between 

Tribal Council and the Recreation and Wellness Center. The Rec Center came out vic-

torious. Everyone had a great time. The participants also learned the true meaning of the 

arrows in the recycling symbol and the importance of diverting waste out of our landfills. 

YDSP  Employee Field Day 
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The YDSP employees were also challenged to an Earth Day themed door decorating con-

test. All items that were used had to be from recycled materials, store bought items were not 

acceptable. We had 6 very creative entries. Participants included the Pueblo's ASAP de-

partment, Contract Health Services, Rec Center, Economic Development, Afterschool 

Program, and Financial Literacy Program. The winners of the contest were as follows: 

 

1st: CHS; Recycling is Fashionable 

2nd: Rec Center; Keep the Earth Strong 

3rd: ASAP Department; The Future is in Our Hands 

YDSP Employee Door Decorating Contest  



Hawu-Hurkem  

to all of the partners of Ki 

Nam Ka’i We'i and Tribal 

Council  

Please recycle this newsletter after reading. 


