
 

  

There will be a community meeting to be held on May 29, 2008 at the 
Recreation Wellness Center at 6:00 p.m.  We encourage everyone to 
attend.  This meeting will give us the opportunity to answer questions 
and also gives the opportunity for you as the resident to ask questions 
you might have. Note: In accordance with the Homebuyer Policies Section 
4.60(A) Homebuyers shall attend and cooperate fully in all pre-occupancy 
and post-occupancy activities of the Housing Department’s counseling  pro-

 grams, to include (6) other presenta-
 tions provided by the Housing De-
 partment for the 
 well-being and 
 benefit of  the 
 Homebuyer and    
 the Home-
 buyer’s family. 
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Septic Maintenance Suggestions: 
 

A. Minimize the Liquid Load.  The less wastewater you pro-
duce, the less the soil will have to absorb.  Conserve water by: 

 1. Repairing leaky fixtures. 
 2. Washing clothes only when you have a full load.  Avoid  
  doing several loads in one day. Average use - three to four 
  loads per week. 
  3.  Take a short showers instead of baths. Don’t turn the   
  shower on all the way and turn off the water while   
  lathering.  Install a water-saving device in the shower sys-
  tem. 
 4. Use a water-saving device in your toilet tank and don’t  
  flush unnecessarily. 
 5. Don’t let water run while washing teeth, hands, vegetables, 
  dishes, etc.  Use a stopper basin. 
 6. Many other ways of conserving water exist. Use water sav-
  ing devices where feasible.  Be alert and institute    
  other water-saving ideas. 
 
B. Minimize the Solids Load.  Do not use your septic system for 

anything that can be disposed of some other way.  The less 
material you put into your septic tank, the better the quality of 
the effluent going to the leaching system. 

 1. Minimize or avoid using the garbage disposal unit.  Remove 
  scraps with the garbage or properly compost them. 
 2. Collect grease in a container near the sink rather than pour-
  ing it down the drain. 
 3. Minimize the discharge of paper products.  Non-degradable 
  items, such as disposable diapers, sanitary napkins,   
  Kleenex, kitty litter and paper towels are especially harm-
  ful.  Use a good quality approved toilet tissue that   
  breaks up easily when wet. 
 4. Basically three products should go into the septic tank:  
  human wastes, toilet paper, and water from toilets, bathing 
  fixtures, kitchen sinks and laundry washers. 
 5. Ordinary use of household chemicals will not affect the  
  bacteria in your system if not used in excessive    
  amounts.  Do not use your tank to get rid of oils, paints,  
  insecticides or other poisonous liquids.  

 6. Septic tank additives, chemicals, yeast, bacteria, enzymes, 
  etc, increase the bacterial solids break down in the tank  
  and will affect (increase) the time needed between routine 
  pumping.  This is one of the best things the home owner can 
  do to add years to the life of their system.  However, ex- 
  periments  with chemicals to unclog absorption fields have 
  not been proven reliable. 
 
C. Additional Means to Protect the Installed Septic System 
 1. Do not plant large trees over the absorption system.  Small 
  feeder roots will enter the drain holes of the leach field  
  drain lines and form a mat within the drain line.  This mat 
  blocks the flow in the level drain line rendering the remain-
  der of the line unusable.  Large roots may displace the drain 
  line.  As a general rule, large trees must be as distant as pos-
  sible from any trenches.  Trees with a trunk diameter of  
  nine inches should be at least ten feet distance from any  
  trenches. 
 2. Ideally the leach line/bed systems should be left in uncov-
  ered open sunny areas so as to be provided maximum  
  evaporation.  This is an important factor in these sys-  
  tems, but not applicable to seepage pits or dry wells. 
 3. Do not allow rain water or drainage water to pond over the 
  leach field. Maximum saturation and temporary failure may 
  occur until the pending dissipates. 
 4. Do not construct walkways, patios, swimming pools, per-
  manent structures or parking lots, over or within the   
  leach line/bed areas.  This would prevent maximum   
  evaporation, may cause damage to the system and may  
  cause a premature failure. 
 5. Keep vehicles off your leach line/bed system; driving over 
  them repeatedly can damage underground pipes and soil  
  porosity. 
 6. Your tank should be routinely pumped at least every three 
  years or once a year if a commercial establishment.  Longer, 
  if you perform some preventative maintenance. (Continued 
  Next Page) 
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Upcoming Events D. Steps to Consider if Your Leaching System Fails 
 If a septic tank pumper, soils engineer, or other competent professional has determined that 
 your leaching system has failed, a portion or all of the system may have to be replaced. If  
 your system requires repair or replacement, contact a reputable, licensed septic tank con-
 tractor. 

Locating your Septic Tank: 
 

In order to provide for easy location and to facilitate regular maintenance, the general contractor 
should provide the homeowner with a plot plan indicating the location of the septic system.  If 
you cannot locate the system from your own records, you may obtain these records from the ap-
propriate County Health, local city or county Building and safety Departments.  If the system is a 
very old system, there may be nothing of record. 
 

The septic tank may be located by probing with a metal rod, following the pipeline from the house or by listening to the noise a 
plumber’s snake makes when it contacts the tank inlet.  Care must be utilized during the probing as it may damage the inlet tees or pip-
ing. 
 

Making a water probe may be a great help locating a septic tank.  Get a 1/2” x 6’ galvanized water pipe, threaded on one end.  Purchase 
a pipe to hose fitting and hook up to your garden hose.  Turn the water on and sink the probe into the ground.  The water will do the 
digging.  Set up a grid pattern and probe every foot or two until you find the tank.  Legally, septic tanks can be no closer than 5’ from 
the house, so begin 6-7’ from the house.  The top of a concrete septic tank is about 5’x8’ and is usually 2-4’ beneath the surface. 
 

If you are not having any success, a septic tank contractor can best provide assistance.  If there is a present cleanout, we can use elec-
tronic locating equipment to find the septic tank.  After locating the tank, it would be a good idea to make a sketch of its location. 

Littering 
 

Dumping into the irrigation ditches is strictly prohibited.  Anyone committing this violation will be penalized according 
to section 4.8.12 of the Peace Code.  All residents must dispose of all garbage, trash, debris, tree limbs, etc. in a proper 
and sanitary manner.  Everyone is required to dispose of garbage in the provided receptacles or containers and should 
comply at all times with the rules and regulations. 
 

Trimming Bushes and Trees 
 

Keep in mind that bushes, trees and plants are being watered and they tend to grow.  It is necessary to trim overlap-
ping tree branches, over grown bushes and plants to your dividing property wall or line.   Also, remove all dead 
bushes, trees, and plants.  The overall cleanliness will keep the community presentable and keep your yards in 
compliance.  Note: As per the homebuyer policies, it is the homebuyer/homeowner’s responsibility to respect other 
persons and their property.  Reminder: should you have any tree limbs or lawn clippings that you wish to have the 
Housing Department Maintenance crew pick up, please call the office at 859-9196. All materials must be bagged 
or tied up in bundles and on the curbside. 

 

Senate Bill 0251, effective September 1, 2007, amends Texas Transportation Code, Section 681.009(e), by allowing vehicles displaying 
Disabled Veteran license plates to park in any disabled parking space.  For any questions, please call Jesus Padilla Sr. at 859-0980. 

Other News . .Other News . .  

From the Tribal Records OfficeFrom the Tribal Records Office  
The Tribal Records Office (Enrollment Office) has initiated the Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo E-Mail Distribution List. The purpose of the Dis-
tribution List is to disseminate information relating to Tribal Enrollment, Tribal Functions, and Employment Opportunities to the Tribal 
Membership. If you wish to be included in the Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo E-Mail Distribution List please sign up with Esequiel Garcia    
zgarcia@ydsp-nsn.gov or call the office at (915) 859-7913. 
 

Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo is currently updating its web page ysletadelsurpueblo.org and we invite you to visit and browse thru the Tribal 
Government and Events section to learn more about our services to the tribal community and up coming events.      

                                Congratulations!!                                Congratulations!!  
 

Mr. Lawrence Lujan, YDSP member, Tribal Judge and Police Sergeant  was recognized by the City of El 
Paso Police Department as Supervisor of the Year for 2007 at the Chief’s Annual Awards Banquet in 
March 2008.  He was selected for his exceptional leadership abilities related to the mastered roles of 
teacher, planner, motivator, and community activist.  

May  21 Last Day of School (Socorro 
District) 

May  26 Memorial Day 

June  4 Salida de los Santos 

June  4 Last Day of School (Ysleta 
District) 

June  13 St. Anthony’s Day 

June  14 Cacique & Elder’s Day 

June  15 Father’s Day 

June  24 St.  John’s Day 

June  29 Saints Peter & Paul Day 

 

 


