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Al Joseph
ajoseph@ydsp-nsn.gov

Housing Director
FROM THE DIRECTOR . .

The Housing Department would like to thank the Tribal Council, employees and the residents who
participated in the blessing of the newly remodeled lobby entrance. If you have not had a chance
to stop by, please do so at your convenience.

Ronnie Mendez
rmendez@ydsp-nsn.gov

Housing Specialist
A Thank You Note..

I would like to thank all the residents for keeping their annual inspection
appointments. It has been of great help to me. Working together can
make work better and easier.

Martha Beltran
mbeltran@ydsp-nsn.gov

Intake Officer

Reminder
For those of you who are insured with Amerind Community Shield, November
30, 2007 is the deadline to pay your homeowners insurance dues. Should you
have any questions, please give me a call.
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from the Environmental Department ...
Winterizing Your Home – Mold
As the winter slowly creeps up on us, one important thing we must keep in mind is condensation.
As we turn up the heat to keep our homes warm, it is possible to produce condensation, especially
on windows. Mold loves moisture and will thrive as long as there is moisture available. Mold, if left
untreated, can be the precursor to breathing ailments in the future. It can also tells us about the
condition of our homes. Obviously, if there is mold growing along the window sills or on the wall, it
could be a sign of a leaky roof or windows. Here are some tips to keep in mind if you think your
home may contain mold.

Things You Should Know About Mold
1. Potential health effects and symptoms associated with mold exposures include allergic reactions, asthma, and other respiratory complaints.
2. There is no practical way to eliminate all mold and mold spores in the indoor environment; the
way to control indoor mold growth is to control moisture.
3. If mold is a problem in your home or school, you must clean up the mold and eliminate sources
of moisture.
4. Fix the source of any water problems or leaks to prevent mold growth.
5. Reduce indoor humidity (to 30-60% humidity) to decrease mold growth by: venting bathrooms,
dryers, and other moisture-generating sources to the outside; using air conditioners and dehumidifiers; increasing ventilation; and using exhaust fans when cooking, dishwashing, and
cleaning.
6. Clean mold off hard surfaces with water and detergent, and dry completely. Absorbent materials, such as ceiling tiles, that are moldy may need to be replaced.
7. Prevent condensation: Reduce the potential for condensation on cold surfaces (i.e., windows,
piping, exterior walls, roof, or floors) by adding insulation. Molds can be found almost any
where; they can grow on virtually any substance, providing moisture is present. There are
molds that can grow on wood, paper, carpet, and foods.

“Top Five Hidden Home Hazards and Tips”
from the
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
1. Magnets - Magnets can be found in toys, building sets and jewelry. There have been several incidents where children have swallowed magnets. This can cause injury, magnets can attract in
the body and twist or pinch the intestines, causing holes, blockages, infection, and death, if not
treated properly. Tip: Watch carefully for loose magnets and magnetic pieces and keep away
from younger children (less than 6). If you have a recalled product with magnets, stop using it,
call the company today, and ask for the remedy.
2. Recalled Products - Recalled products can be items such as toys, clothing, children’s jewelry,
tools, appliances, electronics and electrical products. Be aware of the latest safety recalls to keep
dangerous re called products away from family members. Tip: Get dangerous products out of
the home. Sign up for free e-mail notifications at www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.aspx an e-mail from
CPSC is not spam - it could save a life.
3. Tip-over's - Furniture, TVs and ranges can tip over. This can result in injury or death. Tip: Verify
that furniture is stable on its own. For added security, anchor to the floor or attach to a wall.
Free standing refrigerators and stoves should be installed with anti-tip brackets.
4. Windows & Coverings - Parents should use cordless blinds or keep cords and chains permanently
out of the reach of children. Never place a child’s crib or playpen within reach of a window blind.
Kids love playing around windows. Unfortunately, kids can be injured or die when they fall out
of windows. Window screens are designed to keep bugs out, not to keep kids in. Tip: Safeguard your windows: repair pull cords ending in loops and install window guards or stops today.
5. Pool & Spa Drains - The suction of a pool drain can be powerful and can hold an adult under
water but most incidents occur with children. The body can become sealed against the drain or
hair can be pulled in and tangled. Missing or broken drain covers are a major reason entrapment
incidents occur. Tip: Every time you use a pool or spa, inspect it for entrapment hazards. Check
to make sure appropriate drain covers are in place and undamaged.
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Extra, Extra ...
Fire Prevention and Safety Awareness Month
Fire Safety Tips:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t leave cooking food on the stovetop unattended.
Keep space heaters three feet from anything that can burn.
Ask smokers to smoke outside.
Keep matches and lighters out of the reach of children.
Inspect electrical cords and replace or repair loose or frayed cords.
Extinguish candles when leaving the room or going to sleep.
Prepare and practice a home fire escape plan.
Test smoke alarms monthly.
If you must escape through smoke, get low and go.

Attached is a blank home fire escape plan, practice your escape plan with your family.

Tuy-Pathu Daycare
Children at the Tuy-Pathu Daycare spend the last days of summer
making hand print flowers.

Reminders
Red Ribbon Week . .
Red Ribbon Week is scheduled for October 22, 2008 to October 27, 2007. A reminder to
everyone, please check your mail for upcoming red ribbon scheduled activities. If you are going to
sell food or other items from your homes for the block party and want to be placed on a visitor map
and get registered for a raffle you need to register with Jessica Luna at 858-1076 by 10/12/07 no
later than 4:00 p.m. We are showcasing the Pueblo to the general community and encourage that
each individual yard to be clean and orderly. Wear your red ribbon shirts on Saturday as well.

Christmas Contest . .
Christmas is around the corner, start thinking of decorating your home for the contest that Housing
will be having. Bring out your Christmas lights and your ideas to decorate your house. All sorts of
prizes will be given to winners. Look out for December’s newsletter for full details to join the contest.

Upcoming Events
Fire Safety Week

October 7—13, 2007

Bosses Day

October 16, 2007

Red Ribbon Week

October 22 –27, 2007

Halloween

October 31, 2007

All Saints Day

November 1, 2007

Dia de los Muertos “ Day of the Dead”

November 2, 2007

End of Daylight Savings Time

November 4, 2007

Veterans Day

November 11, 2007

Thanksgiving Day

November 22, 2007

All tribal offices closed due to the holiday

November 23, 2007

Dia de San Andres

November 30, 2007
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