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›› Photo gallery: Tigua chief funeral
›› Guest book: Offer condolences to family and
friends

More than 2,000 people paid their final respects
Monday to the chief and spiritual leader of El
Paso's Ysleta Del Sur pueblo.

Chief Santiago Isaac Bustamante, 89, one of the
last full-blooded Tiguas, died last week. He
suffered from Alzheimer's disease and dementia,
his family members said.

Bustamante's life was recognized during a
traditional Catholic Mass in the historic Ysleta
Mission. The Mass began with tribal leaders and
many mourners singing a traditional Tigua song.

Bishop Armando X. Ochoa of the Catholic
Diocese of El Paso celebrated the Mass and
asked those who knew Bustamante to celebrate
his legacy.

"The death of an elder at times can be seen as a
blessing," Ochoa said during the Mass. "Their
pain and loss is eased a bit knowing the
deceased lived a very long and full life."

Bustamante led the tribe of more than 1,600
members since 2000 when he was elected on
New Year's Eve shortly after the death of his
predecessor, Chief Santos Santiago.

Bustamante served in the U.S. Army during World
War II and

was also known by his Tigua name, Per-hui'n,
the Tigua word for "rainbow." He had previously
served in other tribal capacities including tribal
sheriff and captain.

More than 200 mourners, most of them dressed
in traditional Tigua attire, filled the church to
capacity while hundreds more gathered under a
tent outside the church to watch the Mass on
closed-circuit television.

Following the hourlong mass, several non-Tigua
El Pasoans joined most of the tribe members in
walking almost a mile to Mount Carmel
Cemetery on Zaragoza Road. A group of Tigua
leaders took turns carrying Bustamante's carved-
wood casket to his final resting place near a
white statue of St. Anthony in the cemetery's
Tigua area.

The tribe's leaders took turns smoking from a
cigarette filled with macuche, or a tobacco mix,
that produced what Ti guas consider a sacred
smoke. The leaders let the smoke waft over
them as they exhaled toward the north, south,
east and west.

Mourners were then allowed to pay their final
offerings to Bustamante by spreading handfuls
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of cornmeal over his casket. Among those
attending were state Reps. Norma Chávez and
Chente Quintanilla, city Rep. Eddie Holguin, and
former county commissioner Miguel Terán.

Tribal Councilman Jose Lopez said after
Bustamante's funeral that a funeral of a Tigua
chief is fairly rare, considering the chief, or
cacique, position is a lifetime appointment
usually held by a tribal elder.

"When something like this happens, everything
stops," Lopez said. "This is the father of the
pueblo. He leads the pueblo. When we lose the
chief, everything stops."

Adriana M. Chávez may be reached at
achavez@elpasotimes.com; 546-6117.
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