Empowerment Program enhances Tiguas' education
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SOCORRO -- Age is not an issue when it comes to helping a tribe member achieve a better
quality of life through education, said Luis Nufiez, tribal empowerment director of the Ysleta
del Sur Pueblo.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Education Department, 11100 Santos Sanchez, provides tribal
members with a pre-kindergarten program, after-school tutoring, and literacy and computer
education for adults and children.

"The program provides the tools to help every student succeed in school,” Nufiez said.

He said the department is focused on helping prevent children from getting into trouble while
attending public schools.

The program, which provides services to registered members of the tribe and their
descendants, empowers Native Americans to seek education and come back to help their
community, Nufiez said.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo has 1,600 registered members and 100 descendant members.

"Without this program, | think | wouldn't even try to seek my education,” said Anna Silvas, who
is pursuing an education degree at the University of Texas at El Paso.

Silvas, 28, said the program has helped her succeed academically.

She has three siblings and is encouraging her younger brother to go back to school.

"I'm very fortunate to be part of this tribe, to work here and be part of this program,” she said.
Silvas works as a tutor in the department.

Yvonne Puchi, 36, takes computer classes and works as a clerk while her 3-year-old child
attends pre-kindergarten classes here.

Puchi said she feels fortunate to be in a place where she can work, study and read stories to
her children.

She is a mother of four and attends El Paso Community College.

Nufiez said in the past 10 years, the number of Tiguas pursuing higher education has
increased significantly.

He said the effort began in 1997 when he started helping four students. The program has
more than 90 participants today.

In addition to offering education, the department helps low-income, unemployed Native
Americans through the Tigua Employment and Training program.

It helps people in numerous counties in West Texas.

Aileen B. Flores may be reached at aflores@elpasotimes.com; 546-6362.
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