Tiguas break

ground on
$16 million
undertaking

By Darren Meritz
El Paso Times

L PASO — The Ysleta
diel Sur Pueblo, or
Tiguas, are well on their

way to building a new
subdivision on the reservation
in the Lower Valley aimed at
curing a housing shortage that's
left hundreds ol tribal members
on waiting lists for homes.

The Tiguas broke ground last
week on a 216 million effort to
build 30 duplex buildings, three
single-family low-income hows-
es and to prepare 31 lots for
homeowner linanced custom
built homes in the subdivision.

Tigua officials say more than
200 families are on a waiting
list for housing on the reserva-
tion. Lt Gov, Carlos Hisa
Blamed the prohibition of gam-
bling on the reservation as the
reason why homes couldn't
have been built sooner.

“With this we're i-:ring to be
able ta build more homes at a
faster pace 1o try and meet the
demand,” Hiza #a1d. When Barm-
ing was made illegal, “we were
stuck with just getting federal
funds and being able to build
like six homes a year.”

But 1hr|.1ug_}|| research and ex-
pleration, the tribe has found
ather funding avenues that in-
chade public-private partmer-
ships and the use of low-lncome
housing tax credits.

Hisa said the new housing de-
velopment i a sifn that the
Tiguas have begun to look for
other revenue streams in order
to ensure that the necessities of
tribal members are met. At the
same time, Hisaemphasized im-
proved quality of e for tribal
members whoe have had to sub-
sist on below-par housing.

“It's our continuing battle to
improve quality of life and pro-
vide the basic things our tribal
members aeed,” Higa eaid. This
i% just one of the struggles we
face every day™

The first phase of the new
subdivision, which also will in-
clude a community center and a
pelice subdivision and a small
park with playground equip-
ment, 15 expected to be com-
plete by 2001

“It's put together now and
we're ready to move forward

| and In the next two years boild

all this,”™ said Al Joseph, a hous-
ing officlal for the
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Tigua officials have planned
to build the homes with a uni-
form, pueblo Southwestern fa-
ciade, The subdivision constrac-
tion I= part of a larger, multiple
phase housing effort that is ex-

cied o include abour 227

OUsing units near the intersec-
tion of Tiwa Boulevard and So-
coreo Road.
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Juan Antonio Tomes, left, and Sergio Loera Jr.,
right, stand beside Tigua Tnbal Li. Gov. Carlos
Hisa for the Eagle Dance Chant during the grownd-
breaking of a new housing project on the reser-

Quick facts

= What: New Tigua subdi-
wisian.

= Where: Mear Tiwa
Boulevard and Socorro
Road.

P Size: For phase one, 30
duplex buildings, three
single-family low-incame
homes, 31 lots for owner
financed construction,

= Cost: 316 million.

B Amenities: Community
center, police substa-
tien, park with picnic ta-
bles and plavground
equipment.

= Completion date: 2011,

Housing dream

taking flight

‘With this we're going
to be able to build
more homes ata
faster pace to try and
meet the demand.’

Tigua Lt. Gov. Carlos Hisa

Prasios couftisy of Housing Depanrmant, Yileth 48l Sur Popis

vation. The Tiguas broke ground last week on a
516 milkon project (o construct 20 duplex build-
ings, three single-family low-income homes and
to prepare 31 lots for home construction.
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